
 

1. Place 6-7 vertical lines & 6-7 horizontal lines using sewing 

thread1” apart to make a grid over the top of the nest.   

2. Leave the nest undisturbed until the following morning and then 

check the strings in the morning. 

3. If the mother has returned to nurse her babies, the strings will be 

disturbed.   

4. If the strings aren’t disturbed or you are in doubt it’s time to do a 

pinch test for dehydration or check for a milk line 

String Test 

Cottontail Nest 
Thread or string placed in a 1” 

grid  pattern over the  nest  


